
 

Guide to UCAS 

What is UCAS?  
Applications to all universities in Great Britain occur through a centralised 

application portal called UCAS (Universities and Colleges Admissions Service). 

All undergraduate courses (identical to ‘alempikorkeakoulututkinto’) are listed 

in the UCAS database. Creating an account on UCAS is free and is done through 

the website (www.ucas.com), saving you time as only one application is needed 

for all courses you apply to (up to 5). Note that you are only allowed to apply to 

Oxford or Cambridge, not both. 

Each course has different grade requirements, which should be researched 

beforehand. Good ways to do this is to visit individual university websites and 

the courses that you are interested in applying to, asking for a university 

prospectus and comparing courses. Make sure that you include courses that 

you are fairly certain you will get into (back-up courses), as well as courses that 

you aim to get into (reach courses) in your maximum five allocated slots. 

When to apply? 

The deadline for applying to Oxford, Cambridge or medicine is on the 15th of 

October. You should begin planning your application, at the latest, 4 months 

prior to this deadline. Remember that most students will have started earlier 

than this with reading academic texts and doing co-curricular activities which 

pertain to their course and which they can use in their application. The general 

deadline for UCAS applications (non-Oxbridge or medicine) is on the 15th of 

January. The earlier you start your application the better. Also, the earlier you 

apply for a mentor the more your Project Access mentor can help you with your 

application. 

 

 



 

Part 1: The Personal Statement 

The UCAS Profile: 

For a strong application it is important for you to consider your strengths, 

weaknesses and academic interests, and how you want to communicate this 

through your personal statement and other parts of your UCAS form. A strong 

profile will stand out from the thousands of applications universities receive. 

Practically, the subjects you have chosen to study at school and the 

extracurricular activities you partake in should reflect who you are and who you 

want to become. You should have a clear understanding of what “edge” you 

can provide to the course and why the university should offer you a place. Try 

to find connections between your profile and the profile of your university’s 

course. Remember, UK universities will provide you with a deep insight into the 

course you have chosen and you should be able to show them why it is exactly 

this course that you’re interested in. 

Personal Statement: 

The personal statement is the only way for universities to get to know you and 

is therefore an immensely important component of the application process. 

You are given 4,000 characters, including spaces, and it is recommended to 

keep your statement short and concise. 

Part 2: Reference Letter and Interviews  

Reference Letter: 

The reference letter is of the same length as your personal statement and 

should be written by someone you believe can make a good impression of you 

and the school that you are coming from. Considering the experience British 

teachers will have in writing reference letters, it is important for YOU to provide 

support to your Finnish teacher in writing the letter. For example, if your 

teacher would more successfully convey themselves in Finnish, then organise so 

that it can later be translated by your English teacher or another adult 

confidentially into English. You want a teacher who can describe your positive 

attributes and ideally give concrete examples of situations into which these 

characteristics were put into play. The same rules apply here as in the rest of 

your application. The referee should be able to state why you are the best 

possible candidate for this particular subject. 



 

Interviews: 

Early applicants (i.e. medics, Oxbridge, etc.) will be required to attend an 

interview, and other competitive universities like UCL and Durham may request 

for you to be interviewed. Once asked to attend an interview, ensure that you 

do some practice runs in the situation at school. Things like body language, 

formulation and expressing enthusiasm will all become essential, as well as 

practice speaking English as much as possible! The core here is not to show 

what you think, but how you think. 

 

Part 3: Funding 

Finnish students studying at an accredited university abroad are eligible for 

student funding from KELA. For the UK, the loan and the student support 

together should cover your living and go part way towards paying for your 

degree. Finnish students are also eligible, currently, for student loan funding 

from the UK government. In the UK, Finnish students are currently classified as 

Home students and therefore currently pay an annual amount of up to £9,250 

towards tuition. It is likely that these figures will change in coming years due to 

Brexit. Your eligibility for student loans from the UK government might also 

change due to this. 

Part 4: Mentoring 

Project Access Finland provides free mentoring services to students considering 

applying to UK and US universities. Apply to get a mentor at 

https://projectaccess.org/find-your-mentor 

  

https://projectaccess.org/find-your-mentor


 

Important Links 

http://www.ucas.com/  
http://study-uk.britishcouncil.org/  

http://www.gov.uk/education/funding-and-finance-for-students 
https://www.kela.fi/opintotuki-ulkomaille 

And remember... get in touch with us for personal and free mentoring, 
application resources and any questions you may have about applying! 


